
Friday 7th May 2021

Dear Parents/Caregivers

Kia Ora, and welcome back to another busy term. I hope you all had a relaxing holiday
with your children and whanau. It has been great having the children back at school
this week and we are all excited to be back together again. The children have all
settled back into routine quickly and are enjoying being with their friends and
classmates again.

Along with our PMP programme which will continue this term Tuesday through to
Thursday, we have begun Cross Country training which will be held at St Thomas’s in
Week 4. We will be running most days weather permitting, so if you wish, you may
send your child with some running shoes.

We are on a journey of discovery and curiosity through Learning through Play, or
‘Toku Wa’ as we call it.  The children have opportunities to follow their interests, as
well as work from the various activity stations set out within the classroom.  They are
using their Learner Muscles and developing their social and problem solving skills.
We join Room 3 for Toku Wa Tuesday - Thursday afternoons.

In conjunction with learning through play, we will be working on an inquiry called
‘I Wonder down Under’, focusing on what lies beneath our feet.  Some areas we may
delve into are: rocks and minerals, soil, burrowing animals, under the sea, fossils,
caves and mining.  After the initial lessons, we will see which direction the children’s
questions and interests lead us….

Some important dates this term:

● Cross Country 25th May
● Teacher Only Day - 4th June
● Queens Birthday - 7th June
● St John’s First Aid - 30th June
● Last day of term 2nd July

If there are questions, concerns or celebrations please pop in and see me, or contact
me through Seesaw or by email.
jo@winton.school.nz

Regards,

Jo Gilliland
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